
Screen printing



WHAT IS SCREEN PRINTING?

Screen printing as art?



Mathias Valdez, a printmaker from Pueblo 
Creative Corridor, Colorado Certified.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwHkSSBiiHI


PROJECT DETAILS
Collaborative printmaking: Geometric Abstraction

Working in groups of 3 you will collaborate to make screen 
prints based from abstract collages.

Process:
● Each group member choose a colour and cuts 

shapes from paper 
● The group arranges shapes into 3 compositions with 

input from each group member
● The group refines down to 1 final composition
● Separate colours to separate sheets
● Create stencils
● Print edition with each group member
● Sign and number 

Learning intentions:
● Explore how artist interpret themes through 

abstraction and use materials
● Conceptualise and plan a collaborative artwork
● Experiment with materials and techniques used in 

screen printing Amy Laynon



What is Abstraction?

Art that does not attempt to represent external reality, but rather seeks to achieve 
its effect using shapes, colours, and textures.

What does this mean? How can we describe this using Elements & Principles?

What is geometric?

A branch of mathematics that deals with points, lines, angles, surfaces, and solids 
or art based on simple geometric shapes (as straight lines, circles, or squares)

Mathematics? Shapes?  How does this relate to Elements & Principles?



Art movement: geometric abstraction Early 20th century painting & drawing

Emma Kunz (Switzerland. 1892-1963)
Drawing number 1, n.d. Pencil on paper

Peit Mondrian (The Netherlands. 1872-1944)
Composition with Large Red Plane, Yellow, Black, 
Gray, and Blue, 1921. Oil on canvas
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Colour separation explained

Screen printing ink is applied to the 

paper in a very thin layer making it 

quite transparent. If one colour is 

printed on top of another, the top 

colour will let through pigment of the 

ink below and ‘mix’ on the page. When 

separating a design into individual 

layers decisions must be made about 

where the inks will mix when the 

shapes overlap. To keep the top 

colour, that area must be cut from the 

layer below so it prints directly on the 

paper and not on top of the other 

colour.




